
February 4, 2026 

Daniel Berlant- California State Fire Marshal 

Cal Fire - Office of the State Fire Marshal 

P. 0. Box 944246

Sacramento, CA 94244-2460

Re: Comments on Draft Public Safety Fireworks Enforcement Task Force Report (PSFETF) 

Dear SFM Berlant, SFM Staff, and Task Force Members, 

I sincerely appreciate the ongoing opportunity to serve on the General Fireworks Advisory 

Committee and for the opportunity to submit these comments on the PSFETF Draft Report. 

My comments are submitted with the best of intentions and are offered in support of both 

the legitimate fireworks industry and those tasked with developing and enforcing 

regulations to ensure its safe operations. We have long been partners in this effort, and we 

are committed to ongoing support of that partnership. 

Evidence demonstrates that current strategies for regulating the import, export, storage, 

wholesale, and use of fireworks in the State of California are not providing the citizens of 

this state with adequate protection. The fire in San Jose, the massive seizure of illegal 

fireworks in Commerce, and the sheer volume of "illegal" fireworks used by the public, 

especially around the 4th of July holiday, bear witness to this. And, of course, the deadly 

explosion in Esparto, which inspired the formation of the OSFM Task Force and their 

report. 

I applaud the Task Force's efforts to tackle the serious challenge of navigating a complex 

jurisdictional network, identifying its weaknesses, and offering recommendations to 

enhance public safety. Solving this problem is complicated by the numerous regulatory 

agencies that oversee only specific portions of the firework industry, with no overarching 

authority to coordinate their efforts into a cohesive whole. 

My initial concern is that the Task Force's recommendations, clearly well-intended, 

cogently presented, and based on decades of invaluable knowledge and experience, have 

been formulated without the benefit of the yet-unknown facts contained within the official 

and comprehensive investigation of the Esparto tragedy. When presented, I suspect that 

those facts will not reveal glaring shortcomings in regulation. Rather, they will reveal the 

ill-intentioned methods used by those who aim to be non-compliant. Only with those facts 

and that knowledge can a solid plan to subvert future tragedies be created. 
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